
Are You a Romantic? 

 
Overview 

The purpose of these questions is not to determine whether you are a “little-r” romantic who remembers every 

Valentine’s Day with flowers and candy, but whether you are a “big-R” Romantic whose view of human nature and 

the world has been influenced by the Romantic movement in Britain, America, and Europe.  

Questions – Choose the answers that come CLOSEST to your own opinions or ideas. 

1. Do you typically make decisions based on emotions or on data?  That is, would you engage in an action 

because it “felt right,” or rather, because the facts suggested it was a good decision? 

 

2. Rate your level of agreement with the statement below: 

The world is too materialistic nowadays – all we care about is getting stuff, spending money, and going to 

work.  It makes us out of tune, out of sync with our own nature.  I’d rather be out in nature like a latter-day 

pagan worshipper of the forest gods than feel distanced from the world in some cubicle! 

a. I agree wholeheartedly – I could have written that! 

b. I agree somewhat, but I’m more of a “walk in the woods” person than a “REI member since birth” 

person. 

c. Oh, please, you hippie…welcome to the 21st century.  You want Nature? There’s an app for that. 

 

3. Rate your level of agreement with the statement below: 

 

I find it really irritating when people try to dissect why a piece of writing or a poem, a picture, or a film is a good piece 

of work, or when authors try to explain themselves too much.  Sometimes, you just have to let ideas be understood with 

the gut, not with any irritable reaching after fact and reason. 

 

a. I agree wholeheartedly – I could have written that! 

b. I agree somewhat, but I like to have actual reasons or data for why I like something. 

c. Oh, please.  Use your head for something besides your hat. 

 

4. If I were streaming a Netflix movie right now from only the following four choices, it would probably be… 

a. A documentary like March of the Penguins or something from Animal Planet or National Geographic 

about some cool animal, or national park. 

b. A cool costume drama taking place in the days of King Arthur (but not Monty Python!) 

c. A movie like Into the Wild about that dude who rejected society and ran off to live by himself in Alaska 

d. Really, I like all of the choices you listed above 

e. Hot Tub Time Machine 

 

5. Rate your level of agreement with the statement below: 

In terms of your college major or your life career, you have to choose something you love.  I want to play in 

a band because music is something I love; I know in my heart I’m really talented.   

a. Dude, have you ever heard of, say, “steady income”? 

b. Oh, I totally could have written that!  Do what you love! 

c. Do what you love on the weekends, but have a solid job Monday through Friday! 
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6. How do you feel about Twilight? 

a. Sparkly vampires are beyond stupid. 

b. Oh, I love the dark romanticism and vampires and werewolves – they’re so awesome. 

 

7. The primary purpose of school should be… 

a. To teach us to think logically, to analyze the classics, to have a solid understanding of most essential 

mathematical and scientific concepts 

b. To make friends, to learn how to fit in to a society and share some of its experiences and values 

c. To grow and develop as an individual, to learn to be yourself 

 

8. Poetry and songs are best when… 

a. They follow a predictable meter and rhyme scheme – I like a good, solid beat. 

b. They flow freely from one idea to another without fake formats or restraints 

KEY 

1.  If you answered “emotions,” give yourself 2 points.  If you answered “data,” give yourself 1 point. 

2. Answer A = 3 points; answer B=2 points; answer C=1 point 

3. Answer A = 3 points; answer B=2 points; answer C=1 point 

4. Answer A =3 points; answer B=3 points; answer C=3 points; answer D=5 points; answer E=1 point 

5. Answer A=1 point; answer B=3 points; answer C=2 points 

6. Answer A=1 point; answer B=3 points 

7. Answer A=1 point; answer B=2 points; answer C=3 points 

8. Answer A= 1 point; answer B=3 points 

8-13 Solidly Logical 

You’re probably majoring in a “hard science” (Bio 189 is for wimps!  Try differential calculus!) and just can’t 

understand how people wouldn’t be persuaded by a good representative sample and a solid pie chart.  People often 

seem absurdly “emo” or guided by irrelevant considerations and trivialities.  You also are not fond of group projects 

because you end up doing most of the work.  You very probably have much in common with Dr. Sheldon Cooper – 

and you don’t need me to explain who that is. 

14-19 Practical, but Fun 

You’re a grounded mix of the practical and fun.  You believe in making sensible decisions, but not at the expense of 

the occasional spontaneous moment.  Your key phrase is probably something like, “Within reason,” or, “Well, let me 

see.”  However, once you commit to an action, you have fun – partly because of your good planning!  You’re 

probably majoring in a field with good job prospects for the future (which you’ve researched!), and although this 

major might not be your first love, you know there’s more to life than a job.  You’re probably very similar to Mr. 

Wemmick in Great Expectations or to the grounded, intelligent Jane in Jane Eyre. 

20-25 Keats Reincarnated 

You liberal arts major, you!  A free spirit, you’re drawn by intuition, mystery, the unknown, the supernatural, and 

believe that there are more things in earth than can be understood by the human mind or logic alone.  You feel a 

profound connection with Nature and probably know more about Red Rock Canyon’s back trails than you do about 
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the stores in the Fashion Show Mall.  You may have a propensity for recklessness, and detailed planning is not your 

strong suit.  You probably feel kinship with iconoclasts like Jack Kerouac or Arthur Rimbaud. 


