
Percy Shelley – Poems of Power: “Ozymandias” and “England in 1819” 

Ozymandias 

I met a traveller from an antique land 

Who said: "Two vast and trunkless legs of stone 

Stand in the desert. Near them on the sand, 

Half sunk, a shattered visage lies, whose frown 

And wrinkled lip and sneer of cold command 

Tell that its sculptor well those passions read 

Which yet survive, stamped on these lifeless things, 

The hand that mocked them and the heart that fed. 

And on the pedestal these words appear: 

`My name is Ozymandias, King of Kings: 

Look on my works, ye mighty, and despair!' 

Nothing beside remains. Round the decay 

Of that colossal wreck, boundless and bare, 

The lone and level sands stretch far away." 

 

Basic Questions 

1. What is the form of this poem? 

2. What is its rhyme scheme? 

3. How many speakers are there? 

4. What object does the traveler describe at length?   

5. Describe the object and its features. 

Deeper Questions 

1. Define “irony” and identify one striking moment of irony in this poem. 

2. What is the statue a metaphor or symbol for? 

3. Why does it function effectively as a metaphor or symbol of this idea? 

4. Extend this interpretation: What inferences can we make about Shelley’s attitude toward power 

and authority? 

 

 

 

 

 



England in 1819 
 

An old, mad, blind, despised, and dying king,--  

Princes, the dregs of their dull race, who flow  

Through public scorn,--mud from a muddy spring,--  

Rulers who neither see, nor feel, nor know,  

But leech-like to their fainting country cling,  

Till they drop, blind in blood, without a blow,--  

A people starved and stabbed in the untilled field,--  

An army, which liberticide and prey  

Makes as a two-edged sword to all who wield,--  

Golden and sanguine laws which tempt and slay;  

Religion Christless, Godless--a book sealed;  

A Senate,--Time's worst statute unrepealed,--  

Are graves, from which a glorious Phantom may  

Burst, to illumine our tempestous day.  

 

Basic Questions 

1. What is the form of this poem? 

2. What is the rhyme scheme? 

3. What is the speaker’s tone?  Use (obviously) a word describing emotion. 

4. Give me your best piece of proof to support your identification of tone in question #3. 

Deeper Questions 

1. What is the speaker’s attitude toward power or those in authority? 

2. What is your best piece of proof from the poem to support your answer to #3, and why or in 

what way does this proof support your answer? 

 

Comparison Paragraph – HONORS ONLY 

Compare the speaker’s attitude toward power in “England in 1819” with the speaker’s attitude toward 

power in “Ozymandias.”  Support your reasoning with analyzed quotes from BOTH poems. 

 


