
Solve the Anglo-Saxon Riddle! Burke 
 
NOTE: Not all of these objects are ancient!  Some of these riddles are written in the ancient style, yet describe 

modern objects the Anglo-Saxons never saw. 

1. A hoard of rings am I, 
But no fit gift for a bride. 
I await the sword’s kiss. 
 

Answer: 

2. I am the black cloak of the road. Answer: 
 

3. I drink the blood of the Earth, 
The trees fear my roar, 
Yet a man may hold me in his hands. 
 

Answer: 

4. Three eyes have I, all in a row: 
When the red one opens, all freeze. 
 

Answer: 

5. I am the yellow hem  
Of the sea’s blue skirt. 
 

Answer: 

6. Thousands lay up gold  
Within this house, 
But no man made it. 
Spears past counting guard this house, 
But no man wards it. 

Answer: 

  

J.R.R. Tolkien’s Riddle-Poems 

NOTE: J.R.R. Tolkien’s riddles here are found in The Hobbit.  Interestingly, though a noted expert on Anglo-

Saxon poetry, Tolkien did not try to write his riddles in the traditionally Anglo-Saxon manner, but rather, 

wrote them in simple end-rhymed verse common to much of English folk poetry. 

1. A box without hinges, key, or lid, 
Yet golden treasure inside is hid. 
 

Answer: 

2. Thirty white horses on a red hill, 
First they champ, 
Then they stamp, 
Then they stand still. 
 

Answer: 

3. Voiceless it cries, 
Wingless flutters, 
Toothless bites, 
Mouthless mutters. 

Answer: 

4. This thing all things devours: 
Birds, trees, beasts, flowers; 
Gnaws iron, bites steel; 
Grinds hard stones to meal; 
Slays king, ruins town, 
And beats high mountains down. 

Answer: 

 



Solve the Anglo-Saxon Riddle! Burke 
 

Now play the riddle game! 

Team Rules: 

1. Each individual person must make up three riddles. 

2. The class will then be divided up into teams. 

3. The other side must guess what the teams’ riddles are. 

4. The winners get some prize to be determined later. 

 

Riddle Composition Rules: 

1. Your riddle must be pithy and short.  No more than five lines total in any one riddle. 

2. Your riddle must be written in the traditional Anglo-Saxon style or the Tolkien rhyming style. 

3. Stick to muscular one- and two-syllable words in your poem.  Avoid any words that are Latin-based 

or elaborate. 

4. Stick to concrete objects. 

5. OPTION: Write your riddle as if you were the object. 

6. OPTION: Write assertions about the subject that lead to an obvious image – which you then flatly 

deny, thus creating an air of paradox or (in some cases) double meaning. 


